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FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK

We do thank President Mary Jo Venvertloh and the Quincy
USBC WBA Board of Directors for a wonderful Annual
Meeting weekend.  The delegates’ pajama party was great
fun.  Hopefully, everyone enjoyed a piece of our delicious
80th Anniversary Cake.

In just a few short weeks, the Illinois delegation will travel
to Reno to attend the USBC Convention.  As a delegate it is
important that we take time to review all of the proposed
amendments.  A delegate should vote for what is best for all
USBC members.  Thanks  to the delegates for accepting the
responsibility of representing your association (Illinois) at
the USBC Convention.

Again this year, we will contribute $1,000 to BVL.
Please make plans to attend our workshop on June 27,

2009.  Waukegan USBC WBA is our host association.  The
committee is planning a very interesting program.  And just
listen to this..A SURPRISE MIGHT BE LURKING!!!.  SO
BE SURE TO ATTEND!!!

MADELINE DOTTA, PRESIDENT

Thought:  Excellence requires teamwork.

THANK YOU 

I would like to thank the Illinois USBC WBA for a won-
derful convention weekend.  Being selected as Member of
the Year was such a surprise but a dream come true.  

Everyone was so great that weekend.  I would like to
thank all who verbally congratulated me, hugged me and
also to everyone who gave me cards and gifts.

Jo Dell Cruz
Sterling USBC WBA

Congratulations

Congratulations to Betty McCann, 3rd Vice President,
Dorothy Appel and C. Darlene Baker, on their re-election to
the Illinois USBC WBA Board of Directors.

Welcome and congratulations to Jo Dell Cruz upon her
election to the board of directors.

FROM THE DESK OF THE SECRETARY

As the tournament winds down in Quincy and we get
ready to enjoy a few weekends at home, I would personally
like to thank all of the Quincy Association USBC WBA for
all of their help and assistance for the past 12 weekends.  It
has been an experience for all of us.

Since the bowling season is coming to an end, I would like
to remind the Association Managers to send in the listing for
new officers, all awards forms for their bowlers, and to sub-
mit the final averages to USBC via Win Labs.

In the office we will be working on the fall mailing which
should be mailed about the middle of July with new forms
for the 2009-10 bowling season.  

Tournament checks will be processed and in the mail to all
tournament winners around June 1, 2009, so check the mail
for this mailing. Tournament reservation forms and tourna-
ment blanks should also be ready for mailing to those partic-
ipating in this years tournament about the same time.

The Illinois USBC WBA office will be closed April 28
thru May 8 as I will be attending the USBC Convention and
bowling in Reno, NV.

Earlene M. Nelson, Association Manager

WELCOME NEW 20 YEAR CLUB MEMBERS

The Illinois USBC WBA hosted the Annual 20 Year Club
Luncheon this year at the Oakley Lindsay Convention Center
on February 22nd.  There were 88 active members in atten-
dance and three guests.

New Members were welcomed to the club.  They were
Georgian Ballard, Barbara Barr, Erlaine Born, Millie Cook,
Roberta Eanes, Joyce Egan, Vicki Foster, Georgia Gray, Pat
Grothe, Kathy Harris, Kathy Kochniarczyk, Dottie Konrad,
Juel Niemeyer, Reba Reynolds, Yvonne Schramer, Raina
Tappe and Marilyn Tarwid.

Others that were eligible but have not joined: Mary Ellen
Huelsmann, Barb Reeves, Katie Strawder and Linda
Thackray.

A light lunch of salad (apples, cranraisins, almonds and
spinach covered with poppy seed dressing), scalloped pota-
toes, loin of pork and finished off with carrot cake was
served. A delicious luncheon!!

The Illinois USBC WBA Board was thanked for the lun-
cheon.  Donations collected for various charities were: BVL
($146.00), Susan G. Komen ($153.00) and the Int’l Bowling
Museum and Hall of Fame ($123.00).

Melinda M Calvert, Chairman

CHANNEL CHATTER
ILLINOIS USBC WBA
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NEWS FROM AROUND THE STATE

BLOOMINGTON USBC WBA

The Deb McConnell BWBA 1st Annual Doubles/Singles
Tournament was success in as much as 50 participants for
both events and a total of $425 was donated to the Mardi
Gras Team which was Deb’s Relay for Life Team.  The
Bloomington USBC WBA donated $2,500 to the Relay for
Life and is one of the sponsors for this worthy cause in
McLean County

Two bowling balls were purchased as door prizes with
Mary Fuller and Jessica Underhill being the winners..

Leagues are finishing up and final averages are being
received by the Association Manager.  The Annual Meeting
of the Association has been scheduled for April 22, 2009 at
7:00 at the Bloomington Public Library, Community Room.
All members are invited 

Submitted by Earlene Nelson, Association Manager
.
DECATUR USBC WBA

It's a 'good thing' when you come away from a workshop
with an idea you can use in your association.  That very
thing happened at the IWBA workshop this year, and we're
excited about hosting a League Officers tournament.  We're
still working out the details, but free food is definitely in,
thanks to proprietor Gary Haines.   He too appreciates the
work done by league officers in keeping the leagues running
smoothly.

The DWBA annual meeting is scheduled for April 5th   -
it too has free food.  We're expecting about 75 members to
show up!  June Lingafelter is preparing some 30 pounds of
ground beef - if our attendance expectations don't material-
ize, we'll all be eating Tacos for breakfast!

Marlene Coffman will be celebrating her 40th year as a
member of the DWBA board.  That might not be a high-
water mark for some, but for us, we think that's a real mile-
stone.  Her first committee appointment was publicity chair-
man, and she has been promoting bowling ever since.

There is a fair amount of grumbling going on about the
$5.00 increase in youth bowling, and an equal amount with
the proposed $5.00 increase in adult membership.  USBC
has said that in the current economic climate, sponsorship
and membership revenue down significantly and in order to
fund new programs to grow the sport and reverse the mem-
bership decline, the Board feels an option of a modest
increase in 2010 is appropriate.  Many question whether a
33.3% increase should be called modest or excessive!  

Vivian VanderBurgh, Publicity Chairman

GENESEO USBC WBA

The Annual Meeting and spring banquet was held at the
Geneseo Moose Family Center on February 26, 2009.

The new Hall of Fame Inductees are Lee Lanes (Sponsor),
Linda Mullin for Service to the Association and Monica
Paxton for Meritorious Service (bowling)

Winners of the City Tournament was announced.
Gustafson Ford (Amanda Emerick, Meredith Chavez, Trina
Clementz, Nancy Clementz and Deb Hopkey) with a win-
ning score of 3316.   Women of the Moose, #557 was second
and Clam was third with Lee’s Lanes being fourth. Doubles
event winner were Erika Kempf and Cindy Handcock with a
1368 ; Connie Borneman and Paula DeVore 2nd and Tina
McCarty and Chris Green placing 3rd.  Singles Event winner
with a 706 was Jean Lewis.  Second place Beck
Hickenbottom and Gina Leonhardt, 3rd.  All Events winner
was Trina Clementz with a total of 2015, Tricia Fleming was
2nd and Cindy Hancock 3rd.  The Della Barrett Award went
to Tricia Fleming with the high scratch game of 242.

Submitted by Nancy Lyford

GREATER AURORA USBC

Carrying a 111 average, Identa Austin, age 95 of Aurora,
IL, recently bowled her all-time high game of 231 on
December 29, 2008 in the Monday Misses League at the Idle
Hour Bowling Center in Sandwich, IL.  Her total series
rolled was 460.  Identa began bowling at the age of 65 when
she took a bowling class at Waubonsee Community College.
Bowling for 30 years now, she has bowled the last three
years in the Monday Misses League at Idle Hour Lanes in
Sandwich where she now carries a 114 average.  Before that,
she enjoyed open bowling and senior bowling in Sandwich
and Yorkville bowling centers.  Identa has been an Illinois
USBC WBA member since she started bowling in sanctioned
leagues.  Living in Aurora, she commutes to her league
bowling house in Sandwich every Monday - a distance of
about 25 miles one way.

Submitted by Barb Leckbee, Association Manager 

Rockford USBC WBA

Highlights of our Annual Meeting
The Rockford USBC WBA held its annual meeting on

Saturday, March 14. A light lunch was provided. Charity
check presentations went to the local chapter of the
American Cancer Society ($500) earmarked for services for
women in our area and the Winnebago County Veterans
($2000) to offset transportation costs to the Madison VA
medical center.  

Elections were held. Laura Heller was reelected as presi-
dent. Marianne Corrigan, Sharon Bontjes and Jan Welsh
were reelected as directors. Ashley Matts was elected as a
new director. Delegates were elected for the USBC (Reno
2011) and Illinois State USBC WBA meetings.

Our "Single League Fees Paid for One Season" raffle win-
ners were drawn. Sally Patrick of Rockford won the first
prize and will bowl her league free this fall. Gussy James of
Rockford won the $100 gasoline gift card. Many thanks to
all who purchased tickets, your support was and is appreciat-
ed.

Betty Swigert was presented the Gloria McConville
League Secretary of the Year Award. Betty received flowers,
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a gift certificate and clock. Her name has been engraved on
our traveling plaque that will hang at her center, Park Lanes,
next season.

Other gift prizes were awarded. Marianne Corrigan won
our 50/50 raffle.

City tournament winners and champions received their
shirts after opting not to receive a plaque. Handicap Team
3206 "Just Us" (Billie Roberts, Bonnie Sladek, Robin
Persoon, Latisha Persoon and Paula Otten). Scratch Team
2996 "Sue's Team" (Sue Salberg, Kim McGriff, Melissa
Beasley, Karen Neuliep and Linda Carter). Handicap
Doubles 1413 Michele Waters and Yvette Banta. Scratch
Doubles 1288 Sue Salberg and Melissa Beasley. Handicap
Singles 767 Renee Smith. Scratch Singles 698 Lynn Gerl.
Handicap All Events 2108 Renee Smith. Scratch All Events
1991 Ashley Matts. 

Ashley Matts received a special presentation of a crystal
bowling pin for rolling a 300 game in the team
event.Tournament prize monies were awarded. 

The meeting was then adjourned.

Laura Heller, President Rockford USBC WBA & IL
USBC Director 

Springfield USBC WBA

Well here we are in March and our leagues are starting to
wind down and this season has almost come to a close.  

We held our Annual Tournament the weekend of January
11th and January 17th and 18th at King Pin Lanes.  Our par-
ticipation was down this year and in my opinion this was
partly because we had to change the time of year that we
usually hold our tournament to January for our bowlers to be
able to bowl at King Pin.  Another factor I believe is that not
as many people are bowling tournaments due to the economy
and people not knowing if they will have a job.  

During our tournament, the bowlers were eligible to enter
what we call the Strike Pot.  Each bowler that wanted to
enter paid $2.00 and they were then given a form in which
they had to get strikes in certain frames in each of their 3
games.  They can enter this Pot each time they bowl.  If no
one wins the pot during their squad, the money rolls over to
the next squad.  If no one wins by the end of the tournament,
each entrants name is put into the hat and we then drew two
names for those people to split the pot.  This year we collect-
ed $382.00, which included $30.00 that was donated by the
Association.  

In February we attended the State Convention in Quincy
and I must compliment the girls in Quincy, the Delegate's
party was really nice and everyone had a very nice time.  I
think that the girls did a wonderful job.  I had one new dele-
gate this year and I think she enjoyed herself as well as was
able to see exactly what we do at these conventions.  

The last weekend in February, we went through all of our
leagues and passed out red 80th Anniversary Can Coolies to
each of our members as a thank you for bowling in a certi-
fied league and to let them know that we turned 80 years

old.  At this time, we also passed out entries to our Mail-O-
Graphic tournament to support Breast Cancer research.  The
Tournament was held the week of March 9th through the
15th.  The last report that I received was that we had doubled
the number of entries from last year and that we currently
have 65 men entered and 250 women.  Hopefully next year
we can add to that number.  

Well not much more happening in Springfield.  We are
waiting to attend National Convention and see what happens
there.  Our Annual Meeting is being held May 13th with the
location to be announced soon.  

Submitted by Lisa Bumgardner, President

NEWS OF ANNUAL MEETING WORKSHOP

The annual meeting workshop committee used several read-
ings during the workshop and there were several requests for
copies.  These follow:
SWEET SUGGESTIONS ICE-BREAKER

Suggestions                           ...................Answer
1.  Giggles                                              Snickers
2.  Heavenly Body                                 Milky Way
3.  Someone who drops something          Butterfingers
4.  Little hills of dirt                               Mounds
5.  Two pronouns                                    HerShey
6.  Famous City                                 Charleston - York Patty
7.  A strong dwelling                          Power House
8.  A planet                                        Mars
9.  A famous author's name                 O'Henry
10.  Some jolly fellow             Jolly Rancher - Mr.Goodbar
11.  Nutty happiness                                Almond Joy
12.  A small amount of what bees make    Bit O Honey
13.  Help when drowning                             Life Saver
14.  Famous street                                  5th Avenue
15.  Most any Friday                                Payday
16.  A number and above                             100 Grand
17.  What a wife wants from her husband             Kisses
18.  Merry Go Round                                 Carousel
19.  Famous baseball player                         Baby Ruth
20.  What you are for playing this game     Dum Dum Sucker

BOWLING LINGO

The pins are not called "safety"
Nor the gutters made for rain
The approach is not a runway
And you can't stroll down the lane.

A legal lineup's good to have
And won't land you in jail
To be tardy won't bring a truant
Or a summons in the mail.

A foul is not a chicken
A turkey not a bird,
Three strikes won't put you out of the game At least that's

what I'e heard.
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A split is not just ice cream
A spare more than a tire,
But when you error in this game
Your turn you must retire.

To be a "hooker" might be fine
Under certain lane conditions,
And to find the line's not easy
From the night's third squad position.

To watch the arrow doesn't mean
A shaft from cupid's bow
And "Sighting" dots on one-inch boards
Is not all bad you know. 

Your "handicap" is not your wife
Or hubby or a friend,
And a sub is not a sandwich
And "Scoring" not a sin.

The sweep bar isn't made
For whiskey or for gin,
And "dead wood" on the deck
Is just a bowling pin.

And if fun is what you're after
And new friends you'd like to meet,
Just grab a ball and "toss a frame"
In that "alley" down the street.

WHAT WENT WRONG???

This is the story of four people, EVERYBODY, SOME-
BODY, ANYBODY, and NOBODY.

There was an important job to be done and EVERY-
BODY was sure that SOMEBODOY would do it.  ANY-
BODY could have done it but NOBODY did it. 

SOMEBODY got angry because it was EVERYBODY'S
job.  But NOBODY asked ANYBODY.  It ended up that the
job wasn't done and EVERYBODY blame SOMEBODY
when actually NOBODY asked ANYBODY.

ONE DAY AT A TIME by Billie Wild

What did I do with my time today?
Did I help anyone as I went on my way?
Did I take a moment to make someone smile?
Or make any effort to do something worthwhile?

What did I do with the words that I said, That came with-
out thinking from inside my head?

Did I speak in anger or soften my voice?
Did I wait just a moment when I had the choice?

Did I overlook all the faults found in me, But find them in

someone else to see?
Did I show any kindness or do any deed
That might have been helpful to someone in need?

This day is now over, the time came and went, But what
did I do with the time I spent?

I could have done more, I should have said less, If some of
my words caused unhappiness.

Help me and my friends, and do me the favor to Point out
my faults when I point to my neighbor.

Once time is spent there's none left to borrow, So help me
today to do better tomorrow.

Hope you enjoyed the workshop.  We had fun presenting
the information.  The question and answer period really was
lively and informative.  The committee would appreciate any
suggestions on topics to cover in the future.  As announced
at the workshop, send your suggestions to Earlene Nelson
and she will forward them to the committee. “ Let's here
from you.”

Jo Wangler, Chairman
Annual Meeting Workshop Committee

SUMMER WORKSHOP

Workshop forms have been mailed to the Association
Managers so check it out. The Workshop will be held in the
Waukegan USBC WBA Association on June 27, 2009 with
registration starting at 9:00 a.m.   CHECK IT OUT

Cathy Hall, Chairman

“Laughter is a tranquilizer with no side effects”

STREATOR USBC WBA

Streator has its own nonagenerian still actively bowling
since the mid-1940's.  Mable Koncor who turns 93 in
February 2009 hits the lanes two nights a week plus the
Summer League.  She started her bowling career in 1945 as
a member of the Ladies' Classic League-that's 64 years and
still counting!  She has been a member of the Ladies' Greater
League for 57 years, the Ladies' Trio for 38 years and the
Summer League for 48 years.  She is a member of the State
20 Year Club, has bowled in many State tournaments and
attended many annual meetings.

Mable has been an Association Officer or Director for 29
years.  She was inducted into the Streator Hall of Fame in
1967 and named Bowler of the Year in 1982.  State pins
were awarded to her for high game of 254 in 1970 and high
series of 622 in 1975.  Her high average was 175.

Mable was instrumental in starting the youth bowling pro-
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gram in the early 1950's which continues today.  Bowling is
a letter sport, and the Streator High School Bulldogs have
brought home many State trophies.  Her husband, Joe, now
deceased, also was a avid career bowler as is their son, Greg.

Results of the City Tournament held in February
Handicap Division Team Leonard Construction-2754*.
Nana Lynch-684; Marge Balke-685;Jan Majercin-744; Debbie
Lowe-641. DOUBLES:  Shirley Johnson-739 (493+246 hdcp);
Charlotte Hert-692 (518+174 hdcp) = 143l.  SINGLES:
Kristina Duhai-715 (158,134,144+279 hdcp).    ALL-EVENTS:
Marge Balke-2123*; Singles-524, Doubles-560, Team-508 +
531 handicap = 2123.

SCRATCH DIVISION:  TEAM-Leonard Construction-
2082.  Nana Lynch-540;  Marge Balke-508; Jan Majercin-
597; Debbie Lowe-437.; DOUBLES:  Kayla Tyne-665
(238,211, 216); Cheri Tyne-569 (191, 192, 186) = 1234.
SINGLES:  Nancy Longnecker-680* (218, 248,214). ALL
EVENTS:  Cheri Tyne-1737;  Singles-661, Doubles 569,
Team-507. 

*Scores are new association records.
Champions will be recognized at the Annual Hall of Fame

and Bowler of the Year Awards Banquet on April 25 at the
Kay-See Club in Streator.

Kathy Burash, Publicity Chairman

STILL GOING STRONG 

Betty Gill bowls on Tuesday a.m. as part of her regular
routine with her white 10 lb bowling ball that she received as
a gift for her 100th birthday on December 19th 2008.  Betty
began bowling in 1947 in Alton, Illinois and has continuted
to participate in the sport for more than 61 years.  She has
participated in the Illinois USBC WBA Tournament for a
number of years and received participation patches for the
25th anniversay and the 50th anniversary.  She has numerous
awards and her highest average was 153 with high game of
223.  She is an amazing bowler as she has a pacemaker and
is legally blind.  Congratulations Betty on your wonderful
accomplishments.

(taken in part from the Jersey jCounty Star)

Earlene M. Nelson, 

NEWS FROM WAUKEGAN

Waukegan just wrapped up their Forty-First Association
Tournament with thirty-seven teams.  Each participant
received a complimentary clock as well as a complimentary
bag of candy from the Jelly Belly factory.  It was a tourna-
ment with many first time tournament bowlers.  Rounding
out the standings for team event were:  1st place - Out-4-Fun
captained by Catherine Huber; 2nd place - Something
Special captained by Brenda Cornell; and 3rd place - The
Alley Cats captained by Betty McCann.  The Alley Cats
managed to capture the high actual one more year.  Doubles

created even more excitement as we announced our 2009-10
new Hall of Fame inductee Debby West. She and her partner
Gloria Hanson managed to take over 1st place; 2nd place
Mary McCarthy & Darlene Drake; and 3rd place Janet
Whipple & Marcie Smith.  Susan Caban and Catrice Love
managed to hold on to the actual spot for one more year as
well.  Singles brought in a new 1st place winner Gail
Wiegman; 2nd place Joyce Stockwell; and third place
Geraldine Knapowski.  Caren Evitts winning actual score for
one more year.  All Events - Catherine Huber took 1st place;
2nd place winner Geraldine Knapowski and 3rd place
Darlene Drake.  Caryn Evitts took the All Events actual.
High Game for the tournament 254 Catherine Huber and
High Series Caryn Evitts with a 696.  All awards will be
given at our Annual Meeting held on April 21st at Bertrand
Lanes.

Waukegan is also getting ready to host the Annual Illinois
State Workshop on June 27th.  A lot of surprises are in store
for the attendees.  Looking forward to seeing all of you.

Don't forget the Illinois State Senior Tournament will be
held in Waukegan at Bertrand Lanes.  Watch for entries to
come out in early June/July.  Again the Waukegan Ladies are
looking forward to spending a fun time with all of you.

Submitted by Betty McCann, Waukegan Association
Manager and 3rd V.P. Illinois USBC WBA

FROM JANUARY CHANNEL CHATTER

AWARD PROGRAM CHANGES 

The Illinois USBC WBA board approved a new award for
our bowlers at the November board meeting.  It was felt that
the certificate awarded for an 800 scratch series needed to be
changed from a certificate of recognition for the first 800
series to a clock, whether it is accomplished during tourna-
ment or certified league competition.  

This award is retroactive to august 1, 2008 and is a one-
time award.  subsequent 800 scratch series will be recog-
nized with a certificate.

The form for the awards was not changed for this 2008-09
bowling season, as the change was made after all mailings
were completed. The form will be changed for the 2009-10
season.  To submit use your current forms and be sure to
highlight the 800 series for the individual.
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ILLINOIS USBC WBA

WORKSHOP REGISTRATION FORM

JUNE 27, 2009 LAKE COUNTY CONFERENCE AND BANQUET CENTER 
248 AMBROGIO DR., GURNEE, IL.

REGISTRATION 9:00 A.M. WORKSHOP 10:00 A.M.

REGISTRATION FEE $10.00 INCLUDES LITE LUNCH

MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO THE ILLINOIS USBC WBA (NO CASH)

DEADLINE DATE FOR PRE-REGISTRATION - - - JUNE 13, 2009    MUST PRE-REGISTER

ONE REGISTRATION PER FORM FORM MAY BE DUPLICATED

NAME__________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS:_______________________________________________________________

CITY______________________________ STATE_____________ZIP________

ASSOCIATION:________________________________________________________

OFFICE HELD (ASSOCIATION)______________________________________________

(LEAGUE) ___________________________________________________

RETURN THIS FORM AND CHECK TO:

ILLINOIS USBC WBA
EARLENE M. NELSON, ASSOCIATION MANAGER

UNIT 22, 1224 TOWANDA AVENUE
BLOOMINGTON, IL 61701
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MAP AND DRIVING DIRECTIONS TO WORKSHOP SITE 
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Illinois USBC WBA-Email addresses:

ejnelson@verizon.net (incoming) 

CHECK OUT OUR WEB SITE 

ILLINOIS USBC WBA WEB PAGE: illinoisus-
bcwba.org

REMEMBER:  ILLINOIS STATE SENIOR TOUR-
NAMENT WILL BE HELD AT BERTRAM LANES
IN WAUKEGAN.  ENTRIES WILL BE AVAIL-
ABLE IN LATE SUMMER

OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE 
ILLINOIS USBC WBA:

PRESIDENT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . MADELINE DOTTA
ASSOCIATION MANAGER EARLENE M. NELSON
EDITOR . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . EARLENE M. NELSON

Upcoming Events

Illinois USBC WBA Summer Workshop  June 27, 2009,
Registration forms available at  Illinois USBC WBA office
or your Local Association Manager.

Illinois USBC WBA
Suite 22 1224 Towanda Avenue
Bloomington, Illinois 61701


